How
We recognize alumni achievements and promote benefits and opportunities of value to our alumni, whether they are looking to enrich their career path, build their network, find inspiration or continue learning.
Regions where we have uOttawa alumni 189,354 4,797 36,950
CANADA

UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL
The Alumni Association of the University of Ottawa 
EVENTS
As a key part of the National Capital Region and the University of Ottawa community, the Alumni Association, along with our partners, proudly supports many activities. Here are a few of note.
Alumni Week, May 1 to May 7, 2018
In May 2018, more than 3,000 alumni, members of the University of Ottawa community and their guests took part in Alumni Week. Over 30 events were held, including the Alex Trebek Lecture given by Bernard Kouchner, a ceremony during which six awards were given out to deserving alumni and the inauguration of University Square.
Page Reunion
The House of Commons and the University of Ottawa Alumni Association invited over 400 uOttawa alumni who participated in the Page Program over the last 40 years to Parliament Hill to celebrate and meet fellow pages.
uO2.0 program
During the year, many new activities were introduced. One was a new monthly series, uO2.0 Tuesdays, which included popular off-campus workshops in Gatineau and Kanata on purchasing a first home. As well, in collaboration with the Montreal Regional Council, we presented a prestigious sparkling wine tasting with alumna and well-known sommelier Véronique Rivest. Also new: the Desjardins Financial Series, which features financial literacy workshops for alumni, attracted dozens of participants, helping them with investment or retirement planning.
Women's Leadership Summit
The third edition of the Women's Leadership Summit welcomed alumni, students, academics and members of the community. 
REGIONAL COUNCILS
University of Ottawa alumni belong to a global network more than 230,000 strong in over 150 countries around the world! Alumni across the globe stay connected to their alma mater through dynamic regional events and initiatives and engagement with active regional councils.
Regional councils that support alumni events have been set up in:
Canada: 
UOTTAWA ON THE ROAD -ENGAGE LOCALLY, CONNECT GLOBALLY
Regional Alumni Councils in our thirteen key regions are composed of alumni leaders from all faculties who act as ambassadors for the University of Ottawa. From the mentorship of new alumni to CO-OP student support and international recruitment fair participation, council members give back to their alma mater while raising our profile. In particular, their involvement in regional events is vital to keeping the alumni community outside of the National Capital Region engaged.
uOttawa on the Road programming includes discussion panels, lectures and networking sessions. This year, more than 600 participants attended uOttawa on the Road events.
Regional Programming Los Angeles -May 2018
Los Angeles Garden Party 
Montreal -April 2019
Intelligence, performance et sécurité : combiner IA et biomécanique
Speaker: Ryan Graham
New York
For the first time, in April 2019, a special New York alumni reception was held with uOttawa's visiting Model United Nation's delegation of students. With the theme of Open to the World: Creating a uOttawa Global Experience, New York alumni and visiting students were given the opportunity to build new connections. There was also much to celebrate, as the uOttawa Model UN delegation performed exceptionally well at the New York competition that week, winning the outstanding delegation award, four position paper awards and three outstanding delegates in committee awards.
Creation of the Kanata Regional Alumni Council
In February 2019, the recently established Kanata Regional Alumni Council held its first meeting at uOttawa's new Kanata North space for innovation. A group of alumni leaders held a lively brainstorming session, determining key ways to support and raise the profile of their alma mater in the region, Kanata Regional Council members include:
OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT
The Alumni Association is proud to provide uOttawa alumni with opportunities to reconnect with each other and with their alma mater. In 2018-2019, approximately 8,000 alumni registered for more than 60 activities in the National Capital Region and around the world. In partnership with the University, the association works to recognize the incredible achievements of our talented current alumni and support our future alumni.
AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE
The uOttawa Alumni Association recognizes the outstanding achievements of our members through the annual presentation of the Alumni Association Awards of Excellence. 
Meritas Tabaret Award: Rosa Braga-Mele (MD '93)
Alumnus of the Year Award: Chuck Rifici (BASc '02)
Chuck Rifici co-founded Tweed, one of the first companies granted a licence to produce and sell medical cannabis by Health Canada. Renamed Canopy Growth, it is the world's largest marijuana company and the first cannabis producer to go public in Canada. Rifici stepped down as CEO in 2014. The pioneering entrepreneur has continued his leadership in the cannabis industry with Auxly Cannabis Group and Cannabis Wheaton Income, the first "cannabis streaming company" in the world.
Award for Community Service: Trèva Cousineau (BSc '59)
Those who know Trèva Cousineau (BSc '59) use words like "dynamic," "generous" and "tireless" to describe this passionate advocate for French education and culture in Ontario. The former teacher and dietitian has devoted herself to advancing and protecting la francophonie, locally, province-wide, across the country and even around the world, for more than 50 years. Her motivation is simple: "When you've been given a lot, you have to give back a lot."
Award for Commitment to the University: John McEntyre (BASc '65, MEng '69)
John McEntyre was inspired to help engineering students when he attended a design exhibition at the Faculty of Engineering's Project Integration and Team Space in 2017. The concept of a team space where "bright, enthusiastic, enterprising students" (as McEntyre puts it) could follow through on an idea on their own time appealed to him. His support helped provide student teams with direct support, mentoring, new technology and equipment.
Young Alumna Award: Frances Tibollo (JD '15)
Frances Tibollo stands out as a group leader and outstanding scholar. She inspires those around her to strive for excellence as well. Her community involvement has been recognized through numerous awards and she has made it her life's mission to advocate for others.
Honorary Members of the Alumni Association: Cynthia and Yves Bled
Although retired, these former professors continue to foster student success and recognize student achievements through their generous support of scholarships and bursaries at a variety of institutions, including uOttawa. In 2017, they set their sights on new areas where they could have a lasting impact. They zeroed in on the paucity of female students in engineering. "The results of engineering affect us in every possible way," says Cynthia. "We need to foster this area."
SCHOLARSHIPS AND BURSARIES
The University of Ottawa Alumni Association contributes to the success of future alumni by offering scholarships to undergraduate students.
In 2018-2019, the association was able to award six scholarships to encourage and support CO-OP students on work placements outside the National Capital Region. This report is based on interim unaudited financial statements.
Note:
The association pledged $500,000 towards the construction of Alumni Hall and $500,000 towards University Square. 
GOVERNANCE REPORT
Over the past year, the Governance Committee built on the 2017-2018 administrative policies to elevate the level of professionalization, and to update the onboarding guide so as to remain current and meet the needs and expectations of new board members.
The association welcomed a new board member in October 2018, Jocelyne Chrétien (MHA '06, MBA '10), who lives in Ottawa and works provincially in the field of health care governance.
On behalf of the association, the Governance Committee would like to thank the outgoing members of the Board of Directors, Fares Elsabbagh, who served on the Finance and Audit committee, and Emma Bédard, who served on the Outreach Committee. They will be missed for their collegiality and enthusiasm. However, we know they will continue to be great ambassadors of the University.
Elizabeth Rody and Claudette Commanda currently serve as Alumni Association representatives on the University of Ottawa Board of Governors.
JOIN US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
The Alumni Association actively uses social media to stay connected with members. We aim to promote our members' achievements, large and small, and share all the exciting things that are happening on campus and around the world.
• Our engagement rates are consistently higher than the higher ed industry average, and they keep increasing.*
• Our total number of followers is well over 17,000.
• 45% of our increase in followers came from Instagram. 
